INTRODUCTION

the number of 73. Ibn-Hazm, on the other hand, disre-
gards the hadlth altogether.

The various Arab writers who take up the matter of the
sects within the "Ummat al-Islam " (the community 01
Islam) naturally differ in their manner of grouping the
sects. Of these writers, the three whom we are going to
consider, Baghdad!, Shahrastani and ibn-Hazm, although
differing in details, agree more or less in the main divisions.
Being orthodox Simnites themselves, they cannot disagree
about that sect. The unorthodox they divide as follows:
Shahrastani groups them under the four main headings:
Kadariyah, Sifatiyah, Khawarij, and Shiite. Ibn-Hazm:
Mu'tazilah (much the same as the Kadariyah), Murji'ah,
Kharijiyah and Shiite. Baghdad!: Kadariyah, Kharijiyah,
Murji'ah, Shiite. In the subdivision of the Shiites, which is
the next most important sect to1 the Sunnites, Shahrastani
gives the following divisions: Kaisaniyah, (4), Zaidlyah
(3). Imamiyah (i), Ghulat (10), Isma'iliyah (i); total
19. Ibn-Hazm gives only two subdivisions, the Zaidiyali
and the Imamiyah (or Raficliyah). Baghdad!: Zaidiyali
(4). Kaisaniyah (i), Imamiyah (15) ; total 20. The Ghu-
lat he excludes entirely from the Ummat al-Islam.

This gives a little idea of the differences abounding over
this subject, and the more or less arbitrary character of the
whole proceeding. A carefully tabulated list of Baghdad!'s
divisions will be found at the end of this introduction.

As we have already noted, the reasons given for the
branching off of the numerous sects vary greatly. Some of
the sects are of political origin, others have really to do
with some of the fundamental beliefs of Islam, while still
others are based merely on quibbling. An example of the
greatest political division is to be found in the separation
of the Shiites, which was due to the disagreement over 'AIL
The Shiites claim that 'All was martyred by Mu'awiyah and